
 

 
 

 

 

 

Level 3 

Chamber of Commerce House 

15 Daly Street 

Lower Hutt 

Wellington 5010 

New Zealand 

 

30 April 2021 

 

Hon Michael Wood 

Minister of Transport  

By email; m.wood@ministers.govt.nz 

 

Dear Minister, 

NZ Upgrade Programme – Melling Interchange 

The Board and membership of the Hutt Valley Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry is alarmed and deeply disappointed to read recent media articles 

regarding the inclusion of Melling Interchange in the Government’s 

reassessment of infrastructure development projects. As you may be 

aware the Hutt Valley Chamber has been calling for the re-development of 

the Melling Interchange with SH2 for many years.  

 

As a national roading project the current Melling/SH2 intersection is 

completely inadequate, causing traffic bottlenecks daily and regular 

accidents. It is a crucial piece of local infrastructure that is a constant 

chokepoint for all our businesses trying to move people, materials and 

products around the valley, the region, and nationally. It is an economic 

drain on our local Hutt Valley economy as well as the wider Wellington 

region and continues to get worse every year.  

 

However, it is not a stand alone transport project. The redevelopment of 

the SH2/Melling interchange underpins the greater RiverLink project which 

completely transforms the Lower Hutt city centre. RiverLink is regarded as 

a shining example of how Waka Kotahi, the Greater Wellington Regional 

Council and the Hutt City Council can work collaboratively, leveraging 

combined budgets to deliver a single project in a cohesive manner. It 

includes improving public transport to the city centre with upgraded 

railway infrastructure, new active transport modes with cycling and 

walking, as well as enabling new housing options for city centre residents.  

It also links with several other multi-modal projects currently underway in 

the wider region.  
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The promise of the combined local and central government investment 

means we are already seeing many new private developments in the city 

centre especially with a new range of modern apartments. These are 

extremely popular and are part of our community’s solution to addressing 

the housing shortage that we all are grappling with.   

 

The Government participation in Riverlink also enables the city to finally  

address one of the single biggest threats to the local community –extensive 

flooding due to climate change. Hundreds of businesses (as well as 

residents), in the CBD and further south of Melling face the unimaginable 

risk of complete inundation should the stop banks at Melling be breached 

in a rain event. While damage is commonly estimated in excess of $1b this 

only relates to the value of damage to property. It make no attempt to 

measure the impact on the hundreds of businesses that would be ruined 

for an extended period of time, the job losses, the population loss and the 

long term economic disaster of such as event.  With Melling being the 

weakest link in local flood protection infrastructure the new stop banks 

require the bridge to be replaced along with its connection(s) to SH2.  

 

Should one partner in the consortium withdraw, down-scale, or even 

hesitate, on this much need and long-awaited project it puts the entire 

project at risk. Without the surety of your full investment into the SH2 

interchange with Melling, then RiverLink would at worst fail immediately, or 

at best, need completely redesigning. With consents due for placement in 

the next couple of months, either outcome would be completely devasting 

to our local economy, our business community and the entire community.  

 

As we all work very hard to adapt to the ongoing impacts of COVID -19 the 

necessity of this project, and the Government’s full participation in it, is 

now more acute than ever before.  

As such, the Hutt Valley Chamber would like to request a meeting with you 

to outline the wider scope of this project and its importance to the local 

and regional economy.  

 I look forward to your response.  

 

Your sincerely 

 

 

Helen Down 

CEO Hutt Valley Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc 

 

Copy to: Hon Chris Hipkins, Hutt South MP Ginny Anderson, National List MP Hutt South 

Chris Bishop, Mayor Campbell Barry and Mayor Wayne Guppy.  


